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UM CENTER FOR STUDENT DEVELOPMENT HELPS
STUDENTS MAKE THE MOST OF COLLEGE YEARS
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By Dennis M. Erickson
UM Information Services
MISSOULA-As long as students at the University of Montana need help finding jobs, selecting
curricula or solving any of the many problems posed by college life, the UM Center for
Student Development (CSD) will remain as indispensable to the UM campus as it already is.

An on-campus organization, the CSD offers UM students free services in counseling,
testing, job placement and general advising.

Eight professional counselors are available

to help entering freshmen who encounter registration problems; aid graduating students and
alumni in finding jobs; assist handicapped and foreign students who seek help, and counsel
students in general concerning the personal problems which may arise at college.
The CSD is comprised of five different offices:

Freshman and Transfer Student

Orientation; Academic Advising Office; Foreign and Handicapped Student Advising Office;
Career Planning and Placement Services; and Counseling and Testing Services.

The services

at these offices can aid a student as he progresses through the various stages of college
life, from freshman registration to job placement following graduation.
"I '·m proud of the staff we have here, t1 said Dr. Fred Weldon, CSD Director.

"They are

professional, well trained, concerned people."
Weldon said if the CSD lacks the facilities or personnel to help a student properly,
the student will be referred to someone in the Missoula area who can help the student solve
his problem.

He said every effort is made to fit the student and his problem with the most

qualified counselor available.

- more -
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The new UM student will first come into contact with CSD through the office of
Freshman and Transfer Student Orientation.

This office, under the direction of Stephanie

Jacobson, is responsible for organizing the two Orientation Weeks held each year at UM.
Orientation activities introduce new students to the University itself, professors,
advisers and campus facilities.

All UM students are required to participate in either

summer orientation in August or fall orientation Sept. 22 to 28, before registering for
classes at UM.
At the Academic Advising Office (AAO), the UM student is introduced to a new advising
program which encourages freshmen to explore various disciplines before selecting a major
field of study.

Each student is assigned a faculty adviser who will help the student

plan a course of study before he registers for classes.

The adviser will meet with the

student each quarter prior to registration and throughout the year to offer advice according
to the student's needs.
The AAO also offers pre-professional counseling for students in the fields of medicine,
dentistry, optometry, veterinary medicine and podiatry.

According to AAO Director

Donna Booth, the office maintains a library of current catalogs and testing materials from
professional schools and provides current data on their curricula requirements so UM
students may prepare themselves for entrance into these schools.f?The Foreign and
Handicapped Student Advising Office exists to help the approximately 80 foreign and 200
handicapped students who attend UM annually.

This office is designed to help handicapped

students adjust to campus in such matters as housing, finances, coursework and on-campus
therapy.

The adviser to handicapped students, Margaret McGuire, acts as a liaison between

students, the University administration and the Vocational Rehabilitation Center.
McGuire is also in charge of foreign student advising.

As foreign student adviser,

she is called on to act as a mediator between the foreign student, the campus community
and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in helping the student adapt smoothly to
college life in a foreign country.
- more -
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Career Planning and Placement Services (CPPS), under the direction of Dr. Don Hjelmseth,
helps undergraduates, graduate students and alumni find and fill job positions.

Career

planning begins the first year a student enrolls at UM.
CPPS provides information and counseling to assist the student in making a reasonable
decision concerning career development.

This office also helps prepar 3 the student for

employment interviews and gives guidelines for the preparation of resumes and letters of
application.

CPPS helps graduating students and alumni find jobs by inviting job

interviewers from a wide variety of professions to the campus for interviews with students
and alumni.

The office also posts an up-to-date list of job vacancies in business,

government, education and industry to inform students of employment opportunities in these
fields.

Another service offered by CPPS is the Career Library, which houses a large

collection of brochures and reports dealing with career opportunities, trends and outlooks
within various disciplines.
The fifth branch of CSD, Counseling and Testing Services, provides students with
professional counseling and a series of aptitude and interest tests which aid the student
in choosing a career.

Professional counselors are available to help students deal with

new problems encountered at college.

Group and personal counseling is available along

with special counseling programs designed to help students lose weight, stop smoking,
solve marital problems or learn to communicate more effectively with others.
·~11

counseling is strictly confidential and information about a counseling session

is never released without the written consent of the student involved,'' Weldon said.
The CSD is designed to help UM students make the most of their college education
~y

anticipating and correcting problems that may arise during the student's stay at UM.
For more information about the programs, write the Center for Student Development,

740 Eddy Ave., University of Montana, Missoula or call (406) 243-4711.
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